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SALIM YOUSSEF — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.18 pm]: I was deeply 
saddened to learn of the passing of Mr Salim Youssef on 31 August 2022. Salim, known as Sam to many, was 
a key member of my Multicultural Advisory Council, a respected leader and a valued adviser. 
Salim came to Australia in 1991, fleeing the war in Lebanon. He arrived in Perth in 1998, where he immediately 
began to work with, and for, the community, sitting on several boards and advisory committees and becoming the 
first Muslim president of a Rotary Club in Western Australia. Salim also served the Western Australian community 
as a justice of the peace, a member of the community advisory council at Armadale–Kelmscott Memorial Hospital 
and a board member of the United Nations Association of Australia’s Young Professionals Network. He was also 
a great businessman, and many benefited from not only his marketing and media skills, but also his commitment 
to motivating people to achieve their goals. Although Salim recognised that this could be challenging, he also 
found it inspirational.  
Salim was the founder and president of the Australian Arab Association, and it was my pleasure to attend with 
Salim the many festivals and events that this association hosted for all Western Australians to enjoy. Many in this 
house would have enjoyed the Multicultural Eid Festivals, or the Arab festivals, that take place each year in 
Burswood Park. These events are a highlight on our multicultural calendar and attract Western Australians of 
every creed. 
His legacy and great strength was to find ways to unite different communities and create understanding across 
diverse cultures. He was committed to the vision of a multicultural society. He recognised the importance of diverse 
voices and points of view being heard, and he always led by example. In recognition of his work, Salim was much 
awarded, receiving the 2016 City of Gosnells Community Citizen of the Year Award and the 2012 Western Australian 
Multicultural Community Service Individual Excellence Award. Salim was appointed a People of Australia 
Ambassador in 2012 and 2014. His commitment to the Western Australian community was unwavering and he 
will be greatly missed. 
I acknowledge the presence of his wife, Amal, his brother Raif, his children, Natasha and Aicha, and nephew 
Salim Jr in the Speaker’s gallery this afternoon. On behalf of the state government and members of Parliament, 
I offer our sincere condolences to Mr Salim Youssef’s family, colleagues and friends. 
Vale, Salim Youssef. 
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